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A regular meeting of the Town of Avon was held on Thursday, July 12, 2018 at 6:00 
P.M. at the Avon Opera Block/Town Hall, 23 Genesee Street, Avon, New York 14414, 
with the following members present:  
 
PRESENT: Supervisor David LeFeber, Deputy Supervisor Thomas Mairs, and 
Councilmen Malachy Coyne, James Harrington and Paul Drozdziel (arrived at 6:25 P.M.) 
 
OTHERS: Attorney James Campbell, Code Enforcement Officer Brian Glise, MRB 
Group Engineer David Willard, Highway/Water Superintendent Thomas Crye, and Town 
Clerk Sharon Knight MMC/RMC 
 
VISITORS: Joan Updaw, Kevin Lillis, Anne Bristol, Barb Phillips, Carolyn & Robert 
McKee, Kathy & Gary Balacki, Ed Girard, Town Historian Maureen Kingston, and 
Blaine & Myrna Jacox 
 
Supervisor LeFeber called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. and led those in attendance 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
DISCUSSION – VISITORS COMMENTS 
 
Supervisor LeFeber asked for Visitor Comments and they follow: 
 
Many residents of Oak Openings Road shared their concerns of the R. Keith Sanders 
Estate Sand & Gravel Mine and they follow. 
 

● On June 18​th​ it was reported to the Code Enforcement Officer that the Sand and 
Gravel mine was operating illegally.  For ten days they continued to operate 
stockpiling product until the Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals requested 
they cease operations as they had not received a permit from the Town of Avon 
during a Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. 

● They continue to transport product. 
● Trucks are running from 7:00 A.M. to 6 P.M. and they trucks are owned by the 

mine. 
● The trucks are hauling top soil into the pit. 
● The day after hauling halted the excavator was transported out of the mine. 

 
Attorney Campbell responded stating that the mine was operating without a special use 
permit and we cannot impound their equipment, they were ordered to stop and they did. 
Trucks can come in and out without a special use permit.  They may have worked 
illegally prior to the Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman shutting them down during a 
regular meeting. 
 
Attorney:  Hours of operation 7A.M. to 6 P.M. Hanson operates 7:00 to 3:00.  The DEC 
has given them hours by the DEC permit.  It could be further restricted by the Town of 
Avon when they issued a Special Use Permit. 
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Residents of Oak Openings Road shared their concerns as follows: 
 

● Find a way to get the County to get warning signs that they are coming into a 
construction area. 

● Hanson had signed a legal document for five homes that they would assure the 
homeowners that if something happened to the residential homes they would take 
responsibility.  Could that be a requirement for this mine because they have 
approval to dig an additional 25 feet as their limit is now 50 feet.  It was stated 
that if the residents do not have water then what they do have is wood for fire. 

● There is tailgating occurring while turning into driveways and this has become 
dangerous. 

● It’s impossible to get your mail. 
● Getting on the school bus in the afternoon is an issue. 
● A request of the Town Board to contacted the Sheriff’s Department to control the 

ten-ton limit.  The State Police enforce weight limits. 
● The history of the pit was shared including opening and closing dates. 
● The value of a home was reduced several years ago in divorce court to a value of 

$5,000.00 because the mine had reopened. 
● In the late 1980’s a resident fought the Board with their concerns without any 

results and the restrictions were 25 feet. 
● The trucks are not following environmental transportation requirements. 
● Please approach from a different aspect.  What hardship does it cause to not issue 

a permit to the gravel pit (mine) versus the hardships of the residents? 
● NYS Department of Health protects our children including at school and the 

Town needs to protect us and our children now. 
● A prepared statement was partially read and provided to the Town Clerk at the 

beginning of the meeting for distribution to the Town, Planning and Zoning Board 
of Appeals – it follows. 
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Councilman Harrington responded stating that we cannot fight the Department of 
Transportation and they have environmental requirements for these trucks. 
 
Its’ been reported that the current owner paid one dollar for the property and this is 
unbelievable as it was listed for14 million dollars. 
 
Talked with a Sheriff about traffic and was told that we will get use to the traffic.  
 
Attorney Campbell stated that this Board does not have a say as the jurisdiction belongs 
with our Zoning Board of Appeals. Supervisor LeFeber agreed and thanked everyone for 
providing information to this Board. 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals next meeting is scheduled for the 23​rd​ of July. 
  
Kevin Lillis thanked the Board for hearing the concerns. 
 
RESOLUTION #138 APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
On motion of Deputy Supervisor Mairs, seconded by Councilman Drozdziel the 
following resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  
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RESOLVE to approve the minutes of June 28, 2018, as presented by e-mail and to 
request they be published on the Town of Avon website at townofavon-ny.org​. 
 
RESOLUTION #138 APPROVAL OF MINUTES-continued  
 
Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Harrington - Aye, 
Councilman Coyne - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber – 
Aye 
 
DISCUSSION - ATTORNEY REPORT 
 
Attorney Campbell reported on the following: 
 

● A revised working draft of a local law on solar regulations was shared with the 
Town Board, Clerk and Engineer.  At the next meeting the goal is to finalize the 
document to send to the County Planning Board for their review. 

 
● Will be working with Tami for assessment challenges. 

 
DISCUSSION – ENGINEER REPORT 
 
MRB Group Engineer David Willard reported on the following: 
 

● Work continues with New York State Energy Research and Development. 
The panels will be installed in an area that will allow for expansion and Clara Mulligan 
will be notified prior to installation.  

● The next step is for NYSERTA to sign and then we can date the contract with the 
Supervisor’s signature.  

● A preconstruction meeting for the Paper Mill Road Bridge will take place 
tomorrow. 

 
RESOLUTION #139 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
On motion of Supervisor LeFeber, seconded by Deputy Supervisor Mairs the following 
resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  
 

RESOLVE to enter into executive session for the purpose of the medical, 
financial, credit or employment history of a particular person or corporation, or matters 
leading to the appointment, employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, 
dismissal or removal of a particular person or corporation.  TIME 6:58 P.M. inviting Tom 
Crye (left at 7:10 P.M.), David Willard (left at 7:10P.M.), and Attorney James Campbell 
(left at 7:20 P.M.). 
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Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Coyne - Aye, 
Councilman Harrington - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber 
- Aye 
 

 
 
RESOLUTION #140 CLOSE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

On motion of Councilman Coyne, seconded by Councilman Harrington the following 
resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  
 

RESOLVE to close executive session with no action taken at 7:30 P.M. 
 
Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Coyne- Aye, 
Councilman Harrington - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber 
- Aye 
 
DISCUSSION - HISTORIAN REPORT 
 
Historian Maureen Kingston asked Supervisor LeFeber what assurances have been given 
that the plans presented at the Public Hearing will be kept for the Paper Mill Road bridge 
replacement. Supervisor LeFeber responded that they will be looking at the walking 
bridge tomorrow.  The plan is to close the road on Monday.  There have not been any 
indication of changes and he will ask the question of CP Ward.  There are no red flags 
and budgets have not been changed. 
 
Historian Kingston and Supervisor LeFeber spoke about the footbridge that definitely 
needs to stay and be made safe.  It continues to be used. 

 
The dedication ceremony of a historical marker honoring John Hubbard Forsyth is ready 
to be scheduled.  All in attendance agreed to Thursday, July 26​th​ at 5:00 P.M.  Highway 
Supervisor Crye has the sign installed and ready for the ceremony.  Supervisor LeFeber 
requested Town Clerk Knight to assist the Historian to develop and place the 
advertisement.  
 
Supervisor LeFeber reported that the 200​th​ anniversary of Livingston County is 2021 and 
a celebration is being planned by the County Historian Holly Watson.  
 
The Town of Avon’s New York State Historical Marker at Route 5/20 and 15 needs to be 
repainted and Highway/Water Superintendent Crye agreed to complete the project. 
 
DISCUSSION – HIGHWAY/WATER DEPARMENTS 
 
Supervisor LeFeber reported on the following: 
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Highway: putting up the historical sign, keeping up the parks and cemetery, County work 
on Fowlerville Road, changing cross overs next week, mowed roadsides, and fixed 
drainage spots. 
 
Water: Kept up maintenance, read the week of the 23​rd​, samples have been taken, alarm 
system and camera are up and running. 
  
DISCUSSION – HIGHWAY/WATER DEPARMENTS-continued 
 
An additional antenna was necessary for the alarm system.  A final test will be completed 
by our Code Enforcement Officer once he is notified by the installer.  It was questioned if 
there is an outside lockbox for responder’s accessibility.  
 
DISCUSSION – CODE DEPARTMENT 
 
Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) Glise provided the following report: 
 

● Working with Town Clerk Knight the latest adopted zoning map is now available 
on our website.  It was requested to add with the map that recent changes are 
available in the Clerk’s Office. 

● Kim McDowell has been busy with the audit and receiving complaints. 
● A key has been provided to Code Enforcement Officer to allow for inspections at 

the recently opened mine.  He has returned calls to all of those that complained. 
There are a lot of piles there and do not know what was there and what was not. 

● An update on audiovisual equipment was requested.  
● Planning Board Member Tom McGovern chaired the Planning Board meeting and 

there were concerns discussed regarding the mine.  A lot of concerns are who 
enforces what as there are many government agencies involved, DEC - Special 
Use Permits (Does this including air quality?),  Department Of Transportation, 
New York State Police (enforce weight limits as they have the scales).  There is 
frustration to try to figure of who takes care of what.  

● Each of the concerns will be addressed. 
● The operating hours of 7:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M., except on Sundays are in our 

town code for excavations. 
 
DISCUSSION – TOWN CLERK REPORT 
 
Town Clerk Knight reported on the following: 
 

● Communications were received and forwarded to the Town Board via email: 
 

o New York State Town Clerks Association – EDRS Legislation 
o Liv. Cty. Planning Board Preliminary Agenda 
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RESOLUTION #141 APPOINT SHARON M KNIGHT TOWN CLERK AS A 
MARRIAGE OFFICER 

 
On motion of Deputy Supervisor Mairs, seconded by Councilman Harrington the 
following resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  
 

RESOLVE to appoint Sharon M. Knight, MMC/RMC Town Clerk as a Marriage 
Officer to expire December 31, 2018. 
RESOLUTION #141 APPOINT SHARON M KNIGHT TOWN CLERK AS A 
MARRIAGE OFFICER-continued 
 
Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Harrington - Aye, 
Councilman Coyne - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber – 
Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #142 SCHEDULE THE UNIT CHARGE PUBLIC HEARING 
 
On motion of Deputy Supervisor Mairs, seconded by Supervisor LeFeber the following 
resolution was 
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0 

 
RESOLVE to schedule the following public hearing and request the Town Clerk 

publish the following notice and make the required notifications of those within the unit 
districts as provided by the Town Assessor. 

 
 

LEGAL NOTICE 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
            The tentative 2018 special assessment roll (to be used for the 2019 tax bills) of the 
Route #39 Water Extension, Royal Springs Subdivision Lighting, and the Bruckel 
Drainage District has been completed and is on file at the Avon Town Clerk’s Office, 23 
Genesee Street, Avon, New York 14414 for review during regular business hours.  The 
special assessment rolls indicate how many units you will be charged for water extension, 
drainage and/or lighting on your property tax bill for 2019. 
 
            The Avon Town Board will hold a public hearing for owners of properties located 
within the above-described districts on Thursday, August 9, 2018 at 6:30 P.M. in the 
Avon Town Hall/Opera Block, 23 Genesee Street, Avon, New York 14414 to hear 
objections to the special assessment roll and further give notice by mail to each property 
owner with unit charges on their tax bill. 
 

By order of Town Board 
Sharon M. Knight MMC/RMC, Avon Town Clerk 



A REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF AVON, JULY 12, 2018       PAGE 11 
 

Dated:  July 12, 2018 
To be published:  July 19, 2018 

 
Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Harrington - Aye, 
Councilman Coyne - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber – 
Aye 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION #143 PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
On motion of Deputy Supervisor Mairs, seconded by Councilman Harrington the 
following resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  

 
RESOLVE to accept for payment Abstract 2018-13 in the following amounts: 
 

Concerning ABSTRACT of Claims Number 2018-13 including claims as follows:  
 
General Fund Voucher #297 through #320 in amounts totaling $16,734.14 
Highway Fund Voucher #97 through #109 in amounts totaling $89,763.37 
Water Fund Voucher #266 through #275 in amounts totaling $8,912.43 
Cemetery Fund No​ ​Voucher  
Opera Block Capital Improvement No Voucher 
Royal Springs Lighting​ Voucher #7 through #7 in amounts totaling $985.46 
Cross Roads Drainage District No Voucher 
Bruckel Drainage District No Voucher 
Royal Springs Drainage No Voucher 
Town Of Avon Fire Protection No Voucher   
Rte. 39 Water SW2  No Voucher 

 
Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Harrington - Aye, 
Councilman Coyne - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber – 
Aye 
 
DISCUSSION – BUDGET PLAN 
 
Supervisor LeFeber described the budget process stating that it would be nice to have it 
completed in October. 
 
RESOLUTION #144 RECEIVED MONTHLY REPORTS FROM THE TOWN 
CLERK AND SUPERVISOR 
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On motion of Deputy Supervisor Mairs, seconded by Councilman Coyne the following 
resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  
 

RESOLVE to accept the monthly reports for June 2018 from the Town Supervisor 
and from the Town Clerk as shown below: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION #144 RECEIVED MONTHLY REPORTS FROM THE TOWN 
CLERK AND SUPERVISOR-continued 
 
Town Clerk’s June 2018 Report: 
 
Total Local Shares Remitted:             $    939.68 
New York State Department of Health             $    112.50 
NYS Ag. & Markets for spay/neuter program           $      30.00 
NYS Environmental Conservation              $    413.82 
TOTAL             $ 1,496.00 
 
Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Harrington - Aye, 
Councilman Coyne - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber – 
Aye 
 
RESOLUTION #145 ADOPT BUDGET TRANSFERS 
 
On motion of Deputy Supervisor LeFeber, seconded by Councilman Harrington the 
following resolution was  
ADOPTED AYES 5 NAYS 0  
 

RESOLVE to accept the following budget transfers as follows: 
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Vote of the Board:  Councilman Drozdziel - Aye, Councilman Harrington - Aye, 
Councilman Coyne - Aye, Deputy Supervisor Mairs - Aye, Supervisor LeFeber – 
Aye 
 
 



A REGULAR MEETING, TOWN OF AVON, JULY 12, 2018       PAGE 14 
 

DISCUSSION SUPERVISOR REPORT 
 
A HUGE thank you was extended to Kelly Cole and Councilman Harrington for the great               
job putting up the letters on the Opera Block over the last two days. Councilman               
Harrington was especially thanked for the use of his lift.  
 
At the last joint meeting with the Village, continued financial assistance for the School 
Resource Officer was supported however, an agreement has not been executed by the 
school.   Before the Town budget is approved the agreement needs to be executed. 
 
OPEN ITEMS 
  
Councilman Drozdziel updated the Board on the meeting to provide options for furniture 
layout for the Board & Court Room.  A meeting was held on Wednesday at 3:30 P.M. 
with Town Clerk Knight and we provided specific objectives.  Draft layouts are expected 
to be ready for the next meeting for Board review. 
 
The Avon Free Library held an open house on Monday, July 9, 2018.  It was a great 
event and they are still waiting for their circulations desk.  
 
The Library is very appreciative of the support of the Town and as a Library Board 
Member, “Thank you for support the library”.  Supervisor LeFeber spoke of a previous 
conservation to work together for backup power.  Councilman Drozdziel stated that this 
is in a grant application and preliminary approval was received and they are shopping for 
equipment. 
 
We should be looking for generators for the Highway Barns and the Opera Block/Town 
Hall. 
 
Councilman Harrington stated if the Board agrees Kelly Cole will pick up the roof 
coating supplies for the building.  It was suggested mopping rather than rolling. They will 
try to get that done before corn festival. 
 
Budget for the parks was requested from Christine. Cemetery information has not been 
requested. The information will be provided prior to budget time  
 
Town Clerk Knight requested an update of the parking lot committee. Councilman Coyne 
stated that the next scheduled meeting is the 23 of July.  
 
On motion of Deputy Supervisor Mairs, seconded by Councilman Coyne the meeting was 
adjourned at 8:35 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: _______________________________________ 

       Sharon M. Knight, MMC/RMC Town Clerk 
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